Five patients were bitten by the Malayan krait Bungarus candidus (Linnaeus) in eastern Thailand or north western Malaya. Two patients were not envenomed but the other three developed generalised paralysis which progressed to respiratory paralysis in two cases, one of which ended fatally. One patient showed parasympathetic abnormalities. Anticholinesterase produced a dramatic improvement in one patient. Another patient probably benefited from paraspecific antivenom.
Introduction
Summary of clinical findings in three patients envenomed by Bungarus candidus Venoms of kraits (genus Bungarus) have attracted much interest among neuropharmacologists since the discovery that bungarotoxins interfere with transmission at the neuromuscular junction.' Kraits are common in many Asian countries yet the reported incidence of bites is low. In the few published reports mortality has been high-7700 in 35 cases of B caeruleus bite in India,2 23 
Routine intermittent intramuscular injections of analgesics administered by nurses do not give good postoperative analgesia,' and many other methods of administration have been claimed to give better results.2-6 Studies on any novel system for dispensing analgesics are apt to yield better results than existing practices by increasing the attention paid to individual patients. The value of any innovation will, however, also depend on implementation and practicality for routine use.
A system combining the simplicity (and acceptability to nursing staff) of intramuscular injections together with the versatility (and intuitive appeal to patients) of an on demand system would seem to have practical advantages.
An initial pilot study showed that repeated injections through an indwelling intramuscular cannula produced little or no discomfort so long as the volume and rate of injection were limited. This study was performed to determine whether an intramuscular on demand system would give good postoperative pain relief without introducing further problems. As the effectiveness of intramuscular analgesics may be influenced by physicochemical factors affecting rate of absorption, four different drugs (buprenorphine, meptazinol, morphine, and pethidine) were studied. Morphine and pethidine have been used in most methods of pain relief so far described; buprenorphine and meptazinol have been studied in intravenous on demand systems.7 8
Methods
Forty patients undergoing uncomplicated elective cholecystectomy were studied; they were aged between 18 and 70 years, and none of the women was pregnant. The trial was conducted double blind, patients being allocated at random to receive one of the analgesics for
